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rest of America that they began to think of following the
example of the English colonists in the north. Thus
began a movement for independence in the Spanish colonies.
Meantime, a momentous event had happened in Europe :
the French Revolution. Pernicious ideas of "Liberty,
Equality, and Fraternity" trickled across the Pyrenees,
During the turbulent period which followed the French
Revolution, a period in which every crowned head in
Europe was threatened, the last remnants of Spanish mari-
time power were shattered by the English in the battles of
Cape Finisterre and Trafalgar. This maritime victory
meant the end of Spanish colonial power, though not
immediately. Napoleon found a Spain so weak that he
decided to conquer it, but many surprises awaited him in
the Peninsula. Attacked from outside, the Spanish people
buried their differences with their rulers and became united
in order to oppose him. For the first time in his career of
glory, Napoleon found himself faced, not by abject and
incompetent rulers, but by a whole people infuriated and
with the fatalistic determination which had become a
Spanish characteristic.
At first he treated Spain with contempt, and thought it
sufficient to send his minor generals against the rebels.
Madrid was easily taken. Undaunted, the Spanish people
organized itself for guerrilla warfare in the provinces, and,
although the Spaniards were beaten in pitched battles, they
continued their guerrilla warfare, showing such capacity
for it that this popular movement ultimately proved fatal
to the power of the greatest general in French history.
It is interesting for us to read now, in view of the recent
Civil War, that when fighting against Napoleon's armies
the ordinary people of Spain showed a military ability and
courage which is incomprehensible to those who do not